
In a world that increasingly sorts people by age, income, ability, and circumstance, the YMCA is one of the few
places intentionally designed to bring everyone together. Children, teens, adults, and older neighbors share
the same spaces and build relationships that would not exist anywhere else.

There is no place like this place because of how intentionally it brings people together. Older adults exercise
alongside preschoolers. Teens develop confidence and leadership in spaces where they are known by name.
People in recovery find community through programs like Recovery Volleyball, and neighbors staying in the
warming shelter are able to shower with dignity. These experiences do not happen by accident. They happen
because of you.

In 2025, showing up for people in these very real, very human ways mattered more than ever.

-Stephanie Peters, Director of Community Engagement

Manitowoc-Two Rivers YMCA
There’s no place like this place.
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Moments That Mattered in 2025

An older adult returned to group exercise after months of isolation. The
class greeted her by name, saved her a spot, and celebrated her return. It
was not just about fitness. It was about being missed.

A high school student stood at a podium, nervous but prepared,
presenting a bill they had written themselves. By the end, they knew their
voice belonged in the room.

After school, children arrived hungry, energetic, and ready to move. They
found nourishing meals, caring adults, and space to be kids. Families
found relief knowing their children were happy and cared for.

A cancer survivor walked into their first LiveStrong class unsure of what
their body could handle. Weeks later, they walked out stronger,
supported, and no longer alone.

These moments are easy to miss, but they are where belonging is built.

Connection is not a bonus benefit of the Y. It is the reason we exist.



Behind every number is a person who found support, structure, and
belonging when they needed it most.

Nearly 7,000 members relied on the YMCA as part of their weekly
routine for health, connection, and well-being

39,339 group exercise visits meant people showed up daily to
move, laugh, and support one another

1725 kids learned swimming and water safety skills

594 youth participated in organized sports programs focused on
skill and character development

975 policy and program hours were volunteered by members of
our community

42,642 nutritious meals were served to children in our care

By the Numbers

How the Y Shows Up

Access, Dignity, and Belonging

The Y is often the first place people turn when life becomes unstable.
Whether someone is facing financial hardship, health challenges, or
housing insecurity, the Y remains open, welcoming, and responsive.

Through financial assistance, partnerships, and intentional outreach,
people are able to access showers, wellness spaces, and programs with
dignity. Our neighbors staying at The Haven, Hope House, and The
Warming Shelter use the YMCA for basic needs and stability during times
of transition.

The Y is here for all.

65 residents of homeless shelters accessed the Y through sponsored memberships. 144
individuals received financial aid.



How the Y Shows Up

Specialty Wellness That Builds Community
Healing does not happen in isolation. The YMCA offers specialty
wellness programs designed to support people navigating complex life
circumstances while building strength, confidence, and connection.

Programs offered in 2025 included:

LIVESTRONG at the YMCA® for cancer survivors rebuilding
strength and trust in their bodies
Rock Steady Boxing for individuals living with Parkinson’s disease
Recovery Volleyball, creating community and consistency for those
in recovery
Women on Weights and Aqua Ability, offering supportive,
structured pathways to strength

These programs are about more than physical health. They are about
showing up, being known, and moving forward together

140 people benefitted from specialty wellness programs in 2025 

Growing Confident, Capable Kids and Teens
From swim lessons to summer camp to Youth in Government, the YMCA
creates spaces where young people feel safe, supported, and capable.

Children learned to swim and gained confidence in the water. Teens
found their voices through leadership and civic engagement. Families
found reassurance knowing their children were cared for by people who
knew them by name.

The Y remains one of the few places where children, teens, adults, and
older neighbors share space and build relationships across generations.

Families of 328 children had peace of mind knowing their children were safe, engaged, and
supported through enriching experiences.

The impact of the YMCA is made possible by a community that believes
this kind of place matters. Donors, volunteers, members, staff, and
partners make it possible for the Y to remain open, welcoming, and
responsive to the full spectrum of community needs.

Thank you for protecting and strengthening a place where people of all
ages and circumstances come together.

Together, we will continue to care for our Y,  because there truly is no
place like this place.

With Gratitude



Platinum ($10,000+)
Festival Foods 
Pradeep Giriyappa
Scott and Laurie Mertens
US Bank
West Foundation
 
Gold ($5,000 +)
Anonymous
Bank First
Ben and Jennifer Harrison
Charlie Berens
Community First Credit Union
Fox Communities Credit Union
Jane and Arthur Stangel Fund, Inc.
Jerrel Ralph
Jim and Barbee Lester
Karen and Leroy Sorenson
Lakeshore Community Foundation
Prevea Health
Schaus Mechanical
Susan Murtaugh
 
Silver ($2,500+)
Genny Shields and Mike Knotek
Geoffrey and Carla Liban
Julia Hester-Diaz
Lakeside Foods
Pat and Jeanie Willis
The Chiropractic Advantage
Theisen Family
Tim and Ann Salutz
 
Bronze: ($1,000+)
Andrea and Nick Gawrit
Anthony, Carolyn, & Julie Boldt 
ATI Physical Therapy
Aurora Health Care
Barry and Sandy Bast
Bill and Mary Dean
BMO Bank
Bob and Luanne Cavanaugh
Carolyn Lanza
Charles and Carole Starck
Christopher and Tara Stream
Cool City Chevrolet
Dr. Carl and Susan DiRaimondo
Dr. Joseph Trader
Eck Industries, Inc.
Fricke Printing
Greg and Ellie Matczynski
Holly Murphy
James and Jane Hamann
Jenene and Michael Garey
Joe and Kathy Palmer
John and Bernie Zimmer
Julie and Mike Grossman
Kahlenberg Industries
Katherine M. Reynolds
Lake Breeze Dental
Lynn Merrill
Manitowoc Family Dental, LLC
Manitowoc Public Utilities
Marlene Dramm
Matt and Stacey Culligan
Matthew and Marti Conrad
Meredith, Emily, Chip and Chuck
Webster
Michael and Amy Wergin
Mike and Mary Lambert
Mike Holly
Network Health
NextEra Energy Point Beach LLC
Nicolet National Bank
Paul and Karen Bouril
Phyllis Schippers and Timothy
Maatman
Sharol and Pascal Schroeder
Shoreline Credit Union

Summit Clinical Services & The
Richards Family
The Aerts Family
The Brisch Family
The Johnson Family
Todd Glover
Tom and Lindy Backus
UnitedOne Credit Union
Wisconsin Public Service
Foundation

Friends ($500+)
Audrey and David Aardappel
Barbara Katz
Diane Schwartz
Duane and Leroux Puro
Early Bird Breakfast
Garth Landon
John and Brenda Koprowski
Joseph and Brooke Sprang
Joseph and Eleanor DiRaimondo
Kerry Trask
Lynne Dzuba
Michael B. and Amy H. Molepske
Nancy Randolph
Quilters Ministry at Melnik
Presbyterian Church
Robert and Theresa Dahm
Sunrise Optimists Club of
Manitowoc
Walmart

Supporters
Aimee Runnoe
Al McClary and Dawn Daley
Amanda Sitkiewitz
Anne Schuette and Dan Hornung
Annette Kaminsky
Anonymous
Ashley Schisel
Ben and Lorene Jakel
Bill and Carol Lindholm
Bill and Felicia Hennessy
Bill Niedermeyer
Bob and Sue Braunel
Bob Gregurich
Brian Portzen
Brian Shaw
Brianna and Chad Neuser
Candy Ruffolo
Carol Morrow
Catherine Cole
Charles and Ruth Ann Indestad
Cheryl Gehrke
Christine Blimel
Christine Giblin
Christopher Allie
Colleen Olsen
Connie Specht
Corrie Skubal
Dale and Sandra Havlichek
Dan Christensen
Danielle & Scott Waak
Darlene Goldschmidt
Dave and Pat Nickels
David and Stephanie Schulte
David Less
Debbie Dickinson
Debra Schultz
Dianne Finnegan
Dick and LouAnne Kubichka
Donald and Cheryl Domrath
Donald Hurkley
Donna Gintner
Dorothy Siehr
Edwin Brey
Elaine Antcliffe
Elizabeth Griesbach
Ellen Kempen
Ellen Wilhelm
Elsa McCormick

Frank and Theresa Duffy
Fred and Raissa Van Serke
Galen and Ann Schleunes
Gary Orth
Gordy Zastrow
Greg Musial
Gregg and Ann Wolf
Gregory Olson and Tani
Kohlmeier
Heidi Becker
Herman and Edythe Sporleder
Howard Zimmerman
Humana
Jack Cashman and Mary Govier
Jane Foster
Janette Oehlke
Jeanne Censky
Jennifer Kanieski
Jerry Galas
Jerry Stodola
Jill Brunscheen
Jim and Carolyn Rabata
Joe and Janet Debilzen
Joel Zick
John McGinnis
Judi Berger
Karen Samz
Kathleen Ellis
Kay Dewane
Kelsey Beaver
Ken and Mary Petersen
Kim Kettner
Kurt Krish
Kwik Trip 
Larry Brindise
Lee Hansen
Lindy Denamur
Linsey Walters-Douglas
Lisa Nething
Liz Behrendt
Margaret and Greg Kraynek
Margaret Turnbull
Marilyn Bloom
Marjorie Rettler
Mark and Linda Aulik
Mark and Michelle Klaiber
Mark Boeckman
Mark Stelter
Mary and Ed Junk
Mary and Steven Herzog
Mary Anne Krupski
Mary Sue Yindra
Melissa Walsh
Michael and Toni Duvall
Michael Strauss
Michelle Harkins
Mike and Julie McCormick
NAMI Inc. of Manitowoc County
Nicole Malueg
Patricia Dodge and Michael
Thomas
Patricia Hoffmann
Patrick and Mary Limoni
Paul Braun
Paul Reilly
Phillip Maples
Pozorski Hauling and Recycling
Randy Becker
Renee Thompson
Richard Blashka
Rick Robbins
Robert DeWitt
Robert Weinert
Roger and Mary Strzyzewski
Ronald Balzan
Sandy and Chuck Curtis
Sara and Paul Kinsella
Scott Hendrickson
Shawn Moore
Steph and Ben Peters

Stephanie Dvorachek
Susan Shea
Ted Lettenberger
Theo Lynne Hoffman
Thomas Brull
Tom and Ginger Baryenbruch
Tom and Penny Beerntsen
Tom Gass
Travis McBride
Vickie Mullins
W. Scott Waak
William Napiecinski

Thank you to our generous supporters. We couldn’t do it
without you!


